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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

AB 992, Mullin. Open meetings: locaJ agencies: social media. 

The Ralph M. Brown Act generally requires that the meetings of legislative bodies of I cal agencies be 
conducted openly. That act defines "meeting'' for purposes of the act and prohibits a ajority of the 
members of a legislative body, outside a meeting authorized by the act, from using a s ries of 
communications of any kind to discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item of busin ss thatjs within 
the su.bject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. 

This bill would provide that, until January 1, 2026, the prohibition described above do s not prevent a 
member from engaging in separate conversations or communications outside of a me1t1ng authorized
by thi� act with _any_ other p�rson using an !nternet-b�s�d. social m:dia platform, as ?e1ined, �o answer
questions, provide mformation to the public, or to solicit information from the pubhc �egardllig a matter 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body, provided that a m  jority of the 
members do not use the internet-based social media platform to discuss among them elves, as defined, 
business of a specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legisla ive body, and that 
a member shall not respond directly to any communication on an internet-based soci media platform 
regarding a matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body that is made, 
posted, or shared by any other member of the legislative body. 

Existing constitutional provisions require that a statute that limits the right of access the meetings of 
public bodies or the writings of public officiaJs and agencies be adopted with findings emonstrating the 
interest protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that interest. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect. 

The California Constitution requires local agencies, for the purpose of ensuring public ccess to the 
meetings of public bodies and the writings of public officials and agencies, to comply 'th a statutory 
enactment that amends or enacts Jaws relating to public records or open meetings an contains findings 
demonstrating that the enactment furthers the constitutional requirements relating t this purpose. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect 
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(iii) "Open and accessible to the public" means that members f the general
public have the ability to access and participate, free of charge, in the s cial media 
platform without the approval by the social media platform or a perso or entity other 
than the social media platform, including any forum and chatroom, an cannot be 
blocked from doing so, except when the lnternet-based social media pl tform 
determines that an individual violated its protocols or rules. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall impose the requirements of this chapter upon ny of the
following: 

(1) Individual contacts or conversations between a member of a legisl

r

ive body andl 
any other person that do not violate subdivision (b ). 

(2) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body a a conference or
similar gathering open to the public that involves a discussion of issues of gene al interest to the 
public or to public agencies of the type represented by the legislative body, pro ·ded that a 
majority of the members do not discuss among themselves, other than as part f the scheduled 
program, business of a specified nature that is within the subject matter jurisdi tion of the local 
agency. Nothing in this paragraph is intended to allow members of the public fee admission to a 
conference or similar gathering at which the organizers have required other p rticipants or 
registrants to pay fees or charges as a condition of attendance. 

3) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at an open and
publicized meeting organized to address a topic of local community concern b a person or 
organization other than the local agency, provided that a majority of the membprs do not discuss 
among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled program, business of a 

I
pecific nature 

that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local gency. 
(4) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body �tan open and

noticed meeting of another body of the local agency, or at an open and noticed meeting of a 
legislative body of another local agency, provided that a majority of the memb

i
s do not discuss 

among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled meeting, business of a s  ecific nature 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local gency. 

(5) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body 

f

a purely soc.ial 
or ceremonial occasion, provided that a majority of the members do not discus among 
themselves business of a specific nature that is within the subject matter juris iction of the 
legislative body of the local agency. 

(6) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body t an open and
noticed meeting of a standing committee of that body, provided that the memb rs of the 
leg!slative body who are not members of the standing committee attend only a observers. 
(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as of tha date is repealed.

History 
Filed with Secretary of State September 18, 2020 
Approved by the Governor September 18, 2020 
Effective date: January 1, 2021 

Sponsor 
Mullin 
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Rosenberg's Rules o 
REVISED 2011 

Simple Rules of Parliamentary Procedure for the 21st 

By Judge Dave Rosenberg 
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MISSION AND CORE BELIEFS 

To exp11nd and protect local control for cities through education and advocacy to enhance the quality of life for all Californians. 

VISION 

To be recognized and respected as the leading advocate for the common interests of California's cities. 

About the League of California Cities 

Established in 1898, the League of California Cities is a member organization that represents California's incor orated cities. 

The League strives to protect the local authority and automony of city government and help California's cities ffectively 

serve their residents. In addition to advocating on cities' behalf at the state capitol, the League provides its me ers with 

professional development programs and information resources, conducts education conferences and research, nd publishes 

Western City magazine. 

©2011 League of California Cities. All rights reserved. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Dave Rosenberg is a Superior Court Judge in Yolo County. He has served as presiding judge of his court, an as 

prJsiding judge of the Superior Court Appellate Division. He also has served as chair of the Trial Court Pre · ding Judges 

Advisory Committee ( the committee composed of all 58 California presiding judges) and as an advisory m mber of the 

California Judicial Council. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Rosenberg was member of the Yolo Cou ty Board of 

Supervisors, where he served two terms as chair. Rosenberg also served on the Davis City Council, includin two terms 

as mayor. He has served on the senior staff of two governors, and worked for 19 years in private law practic . Rosenberg 

has served as a member and chair of numerous state, regional and local boards. Rosenberg chaired the Cali rnia State 

Lottery Commission, the California Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board, the Yolo-Solan Air Quality 

Management District, the Yolo County Economic Development Commission, and the Yolo County Crimin l Justice 

Cabinet. For many years, he has taught classes on parliamentary procedure and has served as parliamentari n for large 

and small bodies. 
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