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Title 
Brown Act Amendment; SB 1100 

RECOMMENDATION 

Receive a briefing on SB 1100 that amends the Brown Act to auth rize a presiding 
member of a legislative body to order removed an individual who "act ally disrupts" a 
legislative meeting. 

DISCUSSION 

Senate Bill 1100 (Cortese, 2022) adds Section 54957.95 to the G vernment Code 
(attached) that imposes a limitation on the public's right of access to the m etings of public 
bodies within the meaning of Section 3 of Article I of the California Co stitution. The 
Legislature found that this provision is necessary to give legislative bodies cle authorization to 
restore order to meetings in the event of actual disruptions that are renderi g infeasible the 
orderly conduct of public meetings and, thereby, preserve the rights of othe members of the 
public at the meeting and allow the legislative body to continue its work on beh If of the public. 

SB 1100 authorizes the presiding member of the legislative body, or hi or her designee, 
to remove or cause removal of an individual for an actual disruption of a publ · c meeting. Any 
removal must be preceded by a warning from the presiding member that the ind· vi dual disrupting 
the meeting must curtail his or her disruptive activity before being re oved. Section 
54957.95(b)(2) defines "disrupting" behavior to mean that which "actually dis pts" the orderly 
conduct of the meeting. A warning by the presiding member is not required w ere a member of 
the public engages in behavior that constitutes use of force or a true threat of for e. 

As stated in SB 1100, the intent of the Legislature is to codify the autho ·1y and standards 
for governing public meetings in accordance with Acosta v. City of Costa Me a, 718 F.3d 800, 
811 (9th Cir. 2013). 

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments. 
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