LAFCO MEMORANDUM

SANTA BARBARA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION
105 East Anapamu Street ¢ Santa Barbara CA 93101 ¢ (805) 568-3391 ¢ Fax (805) 568-2249

December 10, 2015 (Agenda)

TO: Each Member of the Commission

FROM: Paul Hood%

Executive Officer
SUBJECT:  Report on Santa Rita Hills Community Services District Dissolution
This is an Informational Report. No Action is Necessary

At the November 5, 2015 meeting, the Commission adopted a resolution to initiate the Dissolution
of the Santa Rita Hills Community Services District (SRHCSD). The next step in the dissolution
process is a protest hearing. Pursuant to Government Code Section 57000 (c), the Commission
has designated the Executive Officer to perform protest hearings.

Specific Government Code Sections relating to protest hearings, in pertinent part, are as follows:

57002: Within 35 days following the adoption of the commission’s resolution making
determinations, the executive officer of the commission shall set the proposal for hearing and give
notice of that hearing by mailing. publication, and posting. The hearing shall not be held prior to
the expiration of the reconsideration period specified in subdivision (b) of Section 56895. The date
of that hearing shall not be less than 21 days. or more than 60 days, after the date the notice is
given.

57050 a): The protest hearing on the proposal shall be held by the commission on the date and at
the time specified in the notice given by the executive officer. The hearing may be continued
from time to time but not to exceed 60 days from the date specified for the hearing in the notice.
(b) At the protest hearing, prior to consideration of protests, the commission’s resolution making
determinations shall be summarized. At that hearing, the commission shall hear and receive any
oral or written protests. objections, or evidence that is made, presented, or filed. Any person who
has filed a written protest may withdraw that protest at any time prior to the conclusion of the
hearing.

57051: At any time prior to the conclusion of the protest hearing in the notice given by the
executive officer, but not thereafter, any owner of land or any registered voter within inhabited
territory that is the subject of a proposed change of organization or reorganization, or any owner
of land within uninhabited territory that is the subject of a proposed change of organization or
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reorganization, may file a written protest against the change of organization or reorganization.
Each written protest shall state whether it is made by a landowner or registered voter and shall
include the same information that is required in a petition for a change of organization or
reorganization, as specified in Section 56704. Protests may be made on behalf of an owner of
land by an agent authorized in writing by the owner to act as agent with respect to that land.
Protests may be made on behalf of a private corporation which is an owner of land by any officer
or employee of the corporation without written authorization by the corporation to act as agent in
making that protest.

Each written protest shall show the date that each signature was affixed to the protest. All
signatures without a date or bearing a date prior to the date of publication of the notice shall be
disregarded for purposes of ascertaining the value of any written protests.

57052: Upon conclusion of the protest hearing, the commission shall determine the value of
written protests filed and not withdrawn. The value of written protests shall be determined in the
same manner prescribed in Sections 56704, 56707, 56708, and 56710 for determining the
sufficiency of petitions filed with the commission.

57075: (b) In the case of uninhabited territory, take either of the following actions:

(1) Terminate proceedings if a majority protest exists in accordance with Section 57078.

(2) Order the change of organization or reorganization if written protests have been filed and not
withdrawn by owners of land who own less than 50 percent of the total assessed value of land
within the affected territory.

57078: In the case of any reorganization or change of organization, a majority protest shall be
deemed to exist and the proposed change of organization or reorganization shall be terminated if
the commission finds that written protests filed and not withdrawn prior to the conclusion of the
hearing represent any of the following:

(a) In the case of uninhabited territory, landowners owning 50 percent or more of the assessed
value of the land within the territory.

(b) In the case of inhabited territory, 50 percent or more of the voters residing in the territory.

(¢) In the case of a landowner-voter district, 50 percent or more of the voting power of the voters
entitled to vote as a result of owning land within the district.

Current Status: Staff is in the process of drafting a notice for the protest hearing and finding a
location.

Please contact the LAFCO office if you have any questions.
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