
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History

LAFCO Hearing for Reorganization

LAFCO Hearing 
July 7, 2016

1



Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History

LAFCO Hearing for Reorganization

APN Map

2



Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History

LAFCO Hearing for Reorganization

Aerial

3

1968

1982

1915

1968



Zoning/Density and Development Potential

• Difference in zoning is not significant due to sensitive habitat 

protection policies

• Expert biologist has reported that onsite resources severely restrict 

development potential under City and County policies

• His conclusion: in either jurisdiction policies would restrict to 

something minimal such as 1 residence per legal parcel 

• Woodland has 2 legal parcels =  2 homes 

• One existing residence already 
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CUP Protection of Woodlands 

• City CUP restricts activities to only those that occur today and 

that have occurred historically 
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City CUP Limits Activities

Condition B, Page 2:

Condition C.1. (excerpt), Page 2:
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City CUP Mandates Free Public Access

• Continued free public access to the woodlands is now a CUP 

condition
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City CUP Mandates Free Public Access

Condition C.3., Page 5:
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City CUP Incorporates MCCP

Biological Resource Policies

• Museum voluntarily incorporated MCCP biological resource 

protection policies into its City CUP
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City CUP Incorporates MCCP Biological Resource Policies

Condition C.4. (excerpt), 

Page 6:
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City CUP Mandates

Existing Trail Network to be Maintained

Condition E.2.C, Page 10:
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Community Support

• Established neighborhood organization who together 

represent more than 600 households support the annexation 

• Unanimous approval of annexation by City Planning 
Commission and City Council

• Scores of individuals and community institutions support the 

annexation request
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Key Considerations

• Landowner request

• No valid basis for objection to the reorganization

• The balance of the Museum’s property has been in 

the City since 1968

• LAFCO SOI determination

• Landowner, City, County, and LAFCO anticipated 

reorganization for many years

• Recent tax exchange negotiations were successful
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The proposed reorganization is fully 

consistent with the intent of all 

applicable LAFCO policies and 

standards
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Woodland Habitat Restoration/Enhancement Area
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City Zoning
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County Zoning
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