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LAFCO 16-04: Formation of the Cuyama Basin Water District - Continued from the 

August 5, 2016 Meeting 

Honorable Commissioners: 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Commission Review the Additional Information and: 

APPROVE the District Formation as submitted and adopt a resolution (that will 
take the following actions: 

I. Find that the formation is Categorically Exempt based on the creation
of a District for the purpose of creating a funding mechanism that is
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act, Public
Resources Code section 21000 et. seq. ("CEQA") pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15378(b)(4) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15061
(b)(3).

2. Approve the proposal, known as the Formation of the Cuyama Basin 
Water District, subject to the following terms and conditions:

a. The name of the district shall be the Cuyama Basin Water District.

b. The District shall be initially composed of a five-member elected 

Board of Directors, each of whom must be a landowner within the 

District. 

Commissioners: Craig Geyer, Chair + Roger Aceves + Doreen Farr+ Jeff Moorhouse + Bob Orach + Janet Wolf 
Judith lshkanian + Steve Lavagnino+ Jim Richardson+ Shane Stark+ Roger Welt+ Executive Officer: Paul Hood 
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DISCUSSION 

c. The District shall have those powers and responsibilities set forth

in the California Water District Law, Water Code section 34000 et.

seq., including Water Code section 3540lthat authorizes the

District to acquire, plan, construct, maintain, improve, operate, and

keep in repair the necessary works for the production, storage,

transmission, and distribution of water for irrigation, domestic,

industrial, and municipal purposes, and any drainage or

reclamation works connected therewith or incidental thereto.

d. The District, if formed, shall cease to exist if the Proposition 218

Proceeding is not conducted and an assessment to fund the District

is not approved by May 4, 2017, or Santa Barbara LAFCO otherwise

extends such deadline.

e. The District, if formed, shall cease to exist if it does not enter into a
joint powers agreement or memorandum of agreement pursuant to
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, Water Code section
10720 et. seq., for the formation of a groundwater sustainability
agency for the Cuyama groundwater basin by December 31, 201 7

or later date approved by the State pursuant to the Act.

f. Should the new Board of Directors levy any of the "Proceeds of

Taxes," described above, it will establish an Appropriations Limit.

After reviewing the information contained in the August 5, 2016, LAFCO Staff Report (attached), 
hearing public testimony, and deliberating on the proposal, the Commission continued the matter 
to the September 1, 2016, meeting. 

The Commission asked the District One Supervisor and staff to reach out to the Cuyama Valley 
community to educate them on the Proposed Formation of the Cuyamu Basin Water District and 
respond to question. LAFCO staff has responded to questions from the District One Supervisor 

staff 

The District One Supervisor staff will be holding a community informational meeting with the 

Cuyama Valley Community Association (CVCA) and stakeholders on Wednesday, August 24 at 
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6 p.m. The community will be notified via email and in person of the CVCA meeting. The 

intent is to rep01t back to the LAFCO Commission at the September 1, 2016 meeting. 

In addition, the Commission asked the applicant to determine if an alternative special district 
would be more appropriate to comply with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA) requirements. The primary reason that a California Water District is being proposed is 

because it is a landowner-voter district. Although there are a variety of independent special 
districts that have water powers, such as Community Service Districts, Irrigation Districts, and 
Municipal Water Districts, they are registered voter districts. The intent of the California Water 
District proponents is the landowners would maintain control of the affairs of the district. 

Please contact the LAFCO office if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

PAUL HOOD 
Executive Officer 
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