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February 28, 2017 

Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission 
Attn: Paul Hood, Executive Officer 
105 E. Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

RE: Comments re Business Item No. 1 (Letter from Santa Ynez Community 
Services District) 

Dear Mr. Hood: 

This letter is submitted in response to Business Item No. 1 on the Santa Barbara Local 
Agency Formation Commission's ("LAFCO") March 2, 2017 agenda regarding receipt and 
discussion of a letter received by the Santa Ynez Community Services District ("SYCSD") 
advising LAFCO that SYCSD will not object if LAFCO decides to: (i) process the Los Olivos 
Community Services District Formation petition first ("Los Olivos CSD Proposal"); and (ii) put 
the SYCSD Sphere of Influence application ("SYCSD Proposal") on hold in the meantime. 
The Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 ("ID No.1") 
respectfully provides the following comments on this item, as well as on the larger issue of 
providing sewage and wastewater service to the community of Los Olivos. 

ID No.1 was formed in 1959 under the Water Conservation Law of 1931, Division 21, 
Section 7 4000 et seq. of the California Water Code for the purposes of furnishing domestic 
and agricultural water to customers within the Santa Ynez Valley. ID No.1 currently provides 
potable water to more than 6,737 residents in the communities of Santa Ynez, Los Olivos, 
and Ballard, as well as to the City of Solvang water for its population of 5,245 residents. ID 
No.1 relies on groundwater in the Santa Ynez Upland Groundwater Basin ("Upland Basin") 
as a primary and essential source of both drinking and irrigation water supply for its 
customers. The reliance on the Upland Basin as a high quality source of water supply 
necessitates competent development and management of any contemplated sewage or 
wastewater system; lack of coordination, inexperience, or operational interruption or failure 
could lead to unintended consequences and impact the Upland Basin and the District's 
drinking water supply. As the public agency responsible for both providing water service and 
for complying with State health and water quality standards, ID No.1 has an obligation to 
ensure that groundwater from the Upland Basin continues to be sustainably managed both 
in terms of quality and quantity for its continued beneficial use. For these reasons, ID No.1 
remains concerned with both the SYCSD Proposal and the Los Olivos CSD Proposal Uointly, 
"CSD Proposals") and requests a seat at the table regarding actions and decisions 
potentially impacting the Upland Basin. 

In addition to the above concern, ID No.1 also possesses the latent authority to provide 
sewage and wastewater services within its existing service area. Specifically, Water Code 
section 74593 permits ID No.1 to treat, purify, and recycle sewage and storm water. While ID 
No.1 does not presently provide these services to its customers, it may do so in the future or 
if requested. ID No.1 's sphere of influence and service area are identical and presently 
extend throughout the Los Olivos area which is the subject of both of the CSD Proposals. 

As we stated during public comment at the February 2, 2017 LAFCO meeting, ID No. 1 has 
been successfully operating as a governmental entity for over fifty years. These decades of 
experience have proven ID No.1 has a stable and cost-efficient governance structure and 
the expertise to efficiently and effectively provide a variety of public services to its 
customers. For this reason, ID No. 1 would like to offer its services as an alternative to the 
CSD Proposals and provides an option to the various stakeholders involved in this process 
to try to figure out how ID No.1 may be able to help the Los Olivos community achieve its 
goals in the most efficient and cost-effective manner. Because ID No.1 has the authority 
(actual or latent) to act as a single multipurpose governmental agency that is accountable to 
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