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Confirm Existing Spheres of Influence for the Carpinteria Cemetery District, the 

Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Protection District, the Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit 

District, the Santa Maria Airport District, and the Vandenberg Village Community Services 

District 

Dear Members of the Commission 

RECOMMENDATION 

1) Consider Recommendations Regarding Updates of Existing Spheres of Influence, as follows:

a) Determine that the action is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
section 15061 (b )(3 ), and

b) Adopt resolutions, that confirm the existing Spheres of Influence for the following
special districts:

• Carpinteria Cemetery District
• Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Protection District
• Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District
• Santa Maria Airport District
• Vandenberg Village Community Services District

DISCUSSION 

Background: 

The law requires that Spheres of Influence be updated every five years. The Santa Barbara Local 
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) received a report from its staff regarding a proposed 
program and schedule to review and update Spheres oflnfluence for the cities and special districts 
in Santa Barbara County. 

Commissioners: Roger Welt, Chair + Roger Aceves + Craig Geyer+ Steve Lavagnino + Jim Richardson + Janet Wolf 
+Joan Hartmann+ Judith lshkanian + Shane Stark+ Etta Waterfield+ Executive Officer: Paul Hood
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/\ Sphere o1 lnl\ui,;n� is (.kfinl.!d in Govemm�nt Code §56076 as •· . . a plan for the probable 
physical bound11ries and service area ... ·· of a city or s�<.:ial district a<; adopted by LAJ-C< }. 

tiovcmrncnt Code §56425 describes the determinations LAFCO must mokc in aJopting spheres 
and the need for spheres to list lyp�s of services rnnently being prO\idi:d by special districts. 

( ,ovcrnmcnt Code §56430 din.'Cts LAtCO to prepare Municipal Service Rcviews ( MS Rs) lo 
help inform Commission dcc.:isions regarding adopting or updating SOls. 

The ( 'ommission has fu!Jilbi its stalutor)' rc4uircmcnt to adopt writkn MSR determinations and 
aJopt SOb hir cities and special districts within lhe County. 

i AH.:O's enabling statute, the Cortt:Sc-Knox Loc.:il (jtwcrnmcnt R�orgaruzauon Act as revised 
in 200 l states ··on m bc::forc:: January l, 2008, and even live vear thereafter, the commissi\;n 
sh::ill. as ncccssarv, review and upJat� ead, sphen.: of int1ut!ncc." (Emphasis added) 

The Cnmmission-approvcd work plan directs the staff to confer \Vith each city and special 
district to determine whcthc.:1 changes have.: o,currcd r.hat would ncc.:cssiratc an in-depth MSR in 
con1uncti<m with updating the agt!ncy·s sphere. 

lf this initial n:vic.:w indicates no changes :.m: 11ct:<lcJ in the current sphere, the LAFCO staff is to 
prepare a resolution for the Commission to -:onfirm the existing sphere. If, •n the other hand, the 
initial review indicates circum�t.ancei; require a more detailed evaluation, the staff is to prepare u 
new MSR and SOI Update, with appropriate compliance wiLh CEQA. 
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LAFCO 18-XX 

RESOLU ION OF THE SANT A BARBARA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 
COMMISSION AKING WRITTEN DETERMINATIONS AND CEQA FINDINGS AND 
REAFFIRMING THE SPHERE OF INFLUENCE FOR THE CARPINTERIA/SUMMERLAND 

FIRE PROTECTIO DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, a Sphere of Influence is defined as a plan for the probable physical boundaries 

and service area of a city or special district as adopted by the Commission, and 

WHERAS, the Commission is required to review and update, as necessary, adopted spheres 

of influence not less than every five years, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission is directed to conduct a review of municipal services not 

later than the time it considers an action to establish or update a sphere of influence, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission conducted a municipal service review and adopted a Sphere 

of Influence for the Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Protection District on November 3, 2005, and 

reaffirmed the District's Sphere oflnfluence on November 4, 2010, and 

WHEREAS, in the manner required by law, has given notice of the public hearing by the 

Commission to review and update the sphere of influence, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has heard, discussed and considered all relevant evidence, 

including but not limited to, the Executive Officer report, and environmental documents, 

applicable general and specific, plans and all testimony, correspondence and exhibits received 

during the public hearing, all of which are included hearing by reference, 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED DETERMINED AND ORDED as follows: 

1. The project before the Commission is an update of the sphere of influence the

Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Protection District

2. The Commission finds this update to be exempt from CEQA because no change of the

sphere of influence is being adopted.

3. The sphere of influence is hereby updated and no change is made to the map attached

as Exhibit A

4. This resolution was adopted on April 5, 2018 and is effective on the date signed by the

Chair.
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LAFCO 18-XX 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA BARBARA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 
COMMISSION MAKING WRITTEN DETERMINATIONS AND CEQA FINDINGS AND 
REAFFIRMING THE SPHERE OF INFLUENCE FOR THE SANT A BARBARA 

METRO POLIT AN TRANSIT DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, a Sphere oflnfluence is defined as a plan for the probable physical boundaries 

and service area of a city or special district as adopted by the Commission, and 

WHERAS, the Commission is required to review and update, as necessary, adopted spheres 

of influence not less than every five years, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission is directed to conduct a review of municipal services not 

later than the time it considers an action to establish or update a sphere of influence, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission conducted a municipal service review and adopted a Sphere 

of Influence for the Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District on September 1, 2005, and 

reaffirmed the District's Sphere oflnfluence on November 4,2010, and 

WHEREAS, in the manner required by law, has given notice of the public hearing by the 

Commission to review and update the sphere of influence, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has heard, discussed and considered all relevant evidence, 

including but not limited to, the Executive Officer report, and environmental documents, 

applicable general and specific, plans and all testimony, correspondence and exhibits received 

during the public hearing, all of which are included hearing by reference, 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED DETERMINED AND ORD ED as follows: 

1. The project before the Commission is an update of the sphere of influence the Santa

Barbara Metropolitan Transit District.

2. The Commission finds this update to be exempt from CEQA because no change of the

sphere of influence is being adopted.

3. The sphere of influence is hereby updated and no change is made to the map attached

as Exhibit A

4. This resolution was adopted on April 5, 2018 and is effective on the date signed by the

Chair.
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LAFCO 18-XX 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA BARBARA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 

COMMISSION MAKING WRITTEN DETERMINATIONS AND CEQA FINDINGS AND 
REAFFIRMING THE SPHERE OF INFLUENCE FOR THE SANTA MARIA AIRPORT 

DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, a Sphere oflnfluence is defined as a plan for the probable physical boundaries 

and service area of a city or special district as adopted by the Commission, and 

WHERAS, the Commission is required to review and update, as necessary, adopted spheres 

of influence not less than every five years, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission is directed to conduct a review of municipal services not 

later than the time it considers an action to establish or update a sphere of influence, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission conducted a municipal service review and adopted a Sphere 

of Influence for the Santa Maria Airport District on February 2, 2006, and reaffirmed the District's 

Sphere ofinfluence on November 4, 2010, and 

WHEREAS, in the manner required by law, has given notice of the public hearing by the 

Commission to review and update the sphere of influence, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has heard, discussed and considered all relevant evidence, 

including but not limited to, the Executive Officer report, and environmental documents, 

applicable general and specific, plans and all testimony, correspondence and exhibits received 

during the public hearing, all of which are included hearing by reference, 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOL YEO DETERMINED AND ORD ED as follows: 

1. The project before the Commission is an update of the sphere of influence the Santa

Maria Airport District.

2. The Commission finds this update to be exempt from CEQA because no change of the

sphere of influence is being adopted.

3. The sphere of influence is hereby updated and no change is made to the map attached

as Exhibit A

4. This resolution was adopted on April 5, 2018 and is effective on the date signed by the

Chair.
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