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1.INTRODUCTION

This report regarding the City of Goleta was prepared by the Santa Barbara Local Agency
Formation Commission (“LAFCO”) in accordance with Section 56430 of the California
Government Code. It responds to the requirement that LAFCO conduct a Municipal
Service Review (MSR) to study the delivery of municipal services and update spheres of
influence.

The MSR evaluates services provided by the City and issues regarding its sphere of
influence. MSR Guidelines prepared by the State Office of Planning and Research were
referred to in developing information, performing analysis and organizing this study.

This report describes service delivery and related issues for LAFCO to consider and
presents determinations as required by law. The decision to approve or disapprove any
determinations or policies rests entirely with the Commission.

Written determinations regarding the MSR and sphere of influence update are provided
for the Commission’s consideration. This report is an informational document and does
not substitute for discretionary decisions that can only be made by the Commission.

This Report is subject to reconsideration and revision as directed by the LAFCO staff or
by the Commission during the course of its deliberations.



2. MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW

Description of City

The City was incorporated February 1, 2002 and is the newest of the eight cities in Santa
Barbara County. It operates pursuant to the general laws of the State of California
(Government Code. Section 34000 et seq.).

It is governed by a five-member city council all of whom are elected at large. It has a
city manager form of government. See the organization chart.

The City is in southern Santa Barbara County, at the western end of the Goleta Valley. It
is located on either side of U.S. Hwy 101. It is adjacent to the Santa Barbara Airport and
the UCSB campus

LAFCO has not adopted a sphere of influence for the City; its approval is dependent on
the City adopting its general plan. A map of the City is included in this report.

City Services

The City provides a broad variety of municipal services, which include:

Law enforcement including traffic law enforcement
Parks and open space maintenance

Land use planning and regulation of building
Library services

Refuse collection, recycling and disposal

Street maintenance

Street lighting

Drainage and storm water disposal
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The Request for Information for Municipal Service Reviews includes significant detail
about the services provided by the City including a discussion of services provided in
concert with other public agencies. A copy is available in the LAFCO office.

The City participation in joint powers authorities with other public agencies is detailed in
the Request for Information.

Other Governmental Agencies within the City

Local agencies that overlap the City include the Embarcadero Municipal Improvement
District, Goleta Sanitary District, Goleta Water District, Goleta West Sanitary District,

Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District, Santa Barbara County Fire Protection
District and Santa Barbara Coastal Vector Control District.



3. MSR DETERMINATIONS

This portion of the report addresses the MSR factors specified in LAFCO’s governing
statute. LAFCO is responsible for assessing whether the City is reasonably capable of
providing needed resources and infrastructure to serve areas within the City and its
Sphere of Influence. It is important that infrastructure and resources are available when
SOI revisions or annexations occur.

Infrastructure Needs and Deficiencies

The City provides and maintains facilities that extend public services to its residents and
property owners, primarily roads, drainage facilities, parks and City offices. The City is
in the process of developing a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).

Growth and Population Projections

The City does not accept for use in Municipal Service Reviews the Santa Barbara County
Association of Government’s growth projections. It has adopted interim General Plan
policies but has not adopted a General Plan to assess services needs for the City for the
next several years, growth projections or plans to maintain municipal service levels.

Financing Constraints and Opportunities
The City is subject to the funding regulations that apply to municipalities throughout the

State and is therefore subject to broad changes in revenue allocation based on the State
budget, its relationship to local funding sources and revenue transfers.

As a newly incorporated city, Goleta is even more constrained as a result of the revenue
neutrality agreement governing City revenues. Although significant sales taxes revenues

are generated within the City, it is obligated to share portions of those and other revenues
with the County.

Cost-Avoidance Opportunities

There are no obvious cost avoidance opportunities. It may be possible for the City to
spread central administrative costs over a greater number of functions if the City becomes

more of a “full service” agency.
Opportunities for Rate Restructuring

There are no obvious opportunities for rate restructuring in City operations.



Opportunities for Shared Facilities

Some sharing is already occurring in terms of library and transit services in that the City
participates cooperatively with other local agencies and does not duplicate these facilities.

Government Structure Options

There are opportunities for governmental structure options. Proponents of incorporating
the City of Goleta chose to allow the overlap of the city with existing public service
agencies, although in some communities it is common for cities to provide such services.

The City’s Request for Information -states, “Any proposed consolidation or other
modification of organizational structures for delivery of sewage collection and treatment
services affecting territory within the City of Goleta should be carefully evaluated.

Management Efficiencies

The City started municipal life with an interim city manager and no staff. It has grown
and added capacity in order to serve its residents and customers. The General Plan
process has occupied a significant amount of effort with a limited number of staff. It is
anticipated that the City will become increasing effective as time goes on.

Local Accountability and Governance

The City is a relatively compact government, which enhances the ability of the public to
participate in its activities. The City Council is elected by and accountable to the voters
who reside in the City.

The City is in the process of obtaining equipment to broadcast public meetings. There is
a City website with information about City activities.

4 SPHERE OF INFLUENCE REVIEW AND UPDATE

Description of Current Sphere of Influence

The City’s sphere of influence will be defined following adoption of the City General
Plan. A map of the City is included.

Potential Sphere Changes

In response to the MSR Request for Information, the City responded as follows however
a more recent letter from the City indicates this may not be the case:

Do you feel that your agency’s boundary is correct at this time? Yes

Are there areas your agency desires or plans to serve that are not now within No
is boundaries or its sphere of influence?



Sphere of Influence Determinations

At such time in the future that a sphere is proposed it would be appropriate to consider
the information in this MSR and the City General Plan in making that determination,

5. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & REFERENCES

The Santa Barbara LAFCO staff prepared this Municipal Service Review. Responsibility
for any errors or omissions rests with those who prepared the report.

The City of Goleta provided the information and documents upon which the evaluation is
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Mapping services were provided by JDL Mapping.

Available Documentation

The “Request for Information for Municipal Service Reviews” submitted by the City and
the supporting documents referred to therein are available in the LAFCO office.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS

In consideration of information gathered and evaluated during the Municipal Service
Review it is recommended the Commission accept this report and defer adoption of a
sphere of influence for the City of Goleta until the City General Plan is adopted.
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CITY OF GOLETA
February 1, 2008 | CALIFORNIA
FEB 01 2008
Mayor Michael Bennett

Prior Mayor Jean Blois 1 REG EiY ED
Roger Acever e e e - o o
Eric Onnen

Jonny Wallis

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of the Goleta City Council,

As residents of the North Fairview area it has come to our attention that you would like to
add our neighborhood to your Sphere of Influence. We are currently Unincorporated
County of Santa Barbara. Please see the attached petition which states that we do NOT
wish to be added to your sphere of influence or added to the City of Goleta. We are very
happy with our current situation in the county and wish to remain as we currently are.

You will see that we have 97 signatures and we can obtain more if needed. We have
forwarded copies of this petition to Janet Wolf and Mr. Braitman LAFCO.

We wanted to make known the wishes of our neighborhood to save you the time and
trouble of something that we do not want.

Please advise us if there is anything else you need to remove this from your plans.

Thank you,

(S P

Sharon Wilson
5990 Cuesta Verde
Goleta, CA 93117
805-964-8265

HYocisplonsor)

Gail Shannon
1146 N. Fairview
Goleta, CA 93117
805-967-3607
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To:

Mayor Jean Blois

Members of the Goleta City Council
Supervisor Janet Wolf:

We the residents & homeowners of the unincorporated area of the North
Fairview area, state that we do not want to be annexed into the City of Goleta
or added to the City of Goleta Sphere of Influence. We wish to remain in our

current state as an unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County.

: Pnnt Name -

Address

City

Zip
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To:

Mayor Jean Blois

NI, R e, R S 1. TR el
Members of the Goleta City Councid

Supetrvisor Janet Wolf:

We the residents & homeowners of the unincorporated area of the North
Fairview area, state that we do not want to be annexed into the City of Goleta
or added to the City of Goleta Sphere of Influence. We wish to temain in ou
current state as an unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County.

Print Name Address " City Zip Signature Date
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To:

;;;;;;;;;;;;

Mayor Jean Blois

Lldv

Supervisor Janet Wolf:

We the residents & homeowners of the unincorporated area of the North
Fairview area, state that we do not want to be annexed into the City of Goleta
or added to the City of Goleta Sphere of Influence. We wish to remain in our

current state as an unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County.

Signature
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To:

Mayor Jean Blois
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Supervisor Janet Wolf:

We the residents & homeowners of the unincorporated area of the North
Fairview area, state that we do not want to be annexed into the City of Goleta
or added to the City of Goleta Sphere of Influence. We wish to remain in our

current state as an unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County.

- Print Name - Address City. | Zip . Signature | Date
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To:

Mavor Jean Blois

Nembers of the Golera uty L,ounuJ
Supervisor Janet Wolf:

We the residents & homeowners of the unincorporated area of the North
Fairview area, state that we do not want to be annexed into the City of Goleta

current state as an unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County.

or added to the City of Goleta Sphere of InﬂuenkgWe wish to remain in our

Print Name

Address City ___ Signature— Date
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Supervisor, & oM
We the residents & homeowners of the unincorporared area of the North
Fairview area, state that we do not want to be annexed into the City of Goleta
or added to the City of Goleta Sphere of Influence. We wish to remain in our
current state as an unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County.

Print Name Address City Zip
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