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September 1, 2022 (Agenda) 

Local Agency Formation Commission 
105 East Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara CA 93101 

Assembly Bill 361 Determination 

Dear Members of the Commission: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Commission adopt pursuant to Government Code § 54953(e)(l), 
consider determination that 1) local health officials recommend social distancing to reduce 
transmission of COVID-19 and 2) as a result of the declared pandemic emergency, 
requiring in-person attendance at Commission hearings presents an imminent risk to the 
health and safety of attendees and, therefore, Commission meetings may be held via 
teleconferencing pursuant to Government Code § 54953(e)(2). 

DISCUSSION: 

The Commission should adopt the attached Resolution affirming it previous 
determinations that the circumstances set forth in Government Code section 54953(1)(A) 
and (C) have been met and that Commission hearings, including any committee meetings 
subject to the Brown Act, may be held pursuant to the teleconferencing requirements of 
Assembly Bill 361. 

Attachments: 

Attachment A: Resolution for AB 361 Determination September 1, 2022 

Please contact the LAFCO office if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Prater 
Executive Officer 

AB 361 DETERMINATION
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LAFCO RESOLUTION XX - 2022 
 
Determination pursuant to Government Code   ) 
§ 54953(e)(1) that Commission meetings may   ) 
be held via teleconferencing pursuant to Assembly ) 
Bill 361, Government Code § 54953(e)(2).)  ) 
___________________________________________  ) 
 

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bill 
361 amending the Brown Act, Government Code section 54953, to allow more liberal use 
of teleconferencing at local agency public meetings during a proclaimed state of 
emergency.  As urgency legislation, this bill took effect immediately.   
 

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2021, the Commission adopted Resolution No. 21-16 
determining that sufficient grounds exist for the Commission to hold meetings pursuant 
to the teleconference requirements of Section 54953(e)(2).   

 
WHEREAS, the Commission’s AB 361 determination was affirmed by the 

Commission at its regular meetings on November 4, 2021, December 9, 2021, January 6, 
2022, February 3, 2022, April 7, 2022, May 5, 2022, June 2, 2022, and August 11, 2022.    

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED by 

the Local Agency Formation Commission of Santa Barbara County as follows: 
 

(1) The Commission affirms its previous determinations that the circumstances 
set forth in Government Code section 54953(1)(A) and (C) have been met and that 
Commission hearings, including any committee meetings subject to the Brown Act, may 
be held pursuant to the teleconferencing requirements of Assembly Bill 361. 

 
(2) Pursuant to Section 54953(e)(3)(B), the Commission has reconsidered the 

circumstances under which the original determinations were made and hereby determines 
as follows:   

 
(a) Evidence cited in County Health Orders show that the declared state 

of emergency for Covid-19 continues to directly impact the ability of the members 
of the public and public officials to safely attend Commission hearings in person.    
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(b) County Health Officer continues to recommend measures to promote 
social distancing at indoor activities.  
 
This resolution is adopted on September 1, 2022 and is effective on the date 

signed by the Chair. 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
 

Santa Barbara County Local Agency  
Formation Commission 

 
 

By: _________________________ 
            Chair  
 
Print name:  
 
________________________ 
 
Date: _______________ 

 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________ 
Natasha Carbajal, Analyst/Clerk 
Santa Barbara County  
Local Agency Formation Commission 
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HEALTH OFFICER ORDER NO. 2022-10.1 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

 
FOR THE CONTROL OF COVID-19   

FACE COVERINGS 
WITHIN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 

 
Health Officer Order No. 2022-10 is rescinded by this  

Health Officer Order No. 2022-10.1 
 

Effective Date: February 16, 2022, 12:00 am PT 
 

Nothing in this Health Officer Order supersedes State Executive Orders or State Heath 
Officer Orders or guidance provided by the California Department of Public Health available 
at: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Guidance.aspx# 
 
WHEREAS, on February 7, 2022, the California Department of Public Health updated their 
Guidance for the Use of Face Masks to take effect on February 16, 2022, requiring 
unvaccinated persons to wear masks in all indoor public settings, requiring universal 
masking in only specified settings, and recommending continued indoor masking when the 
risk may be high  (https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-
19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx). Thus, the County of Santa Barbara Health Officer 
finds Health Officer Order 2022-10 ordering face coverings within Santa Barbara County is 
no longer necessary for the control of COVID-19 in the County of Santa Barbara. 
 
ACCORDINGLY, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY 
CODE SECTIONS 101040, 101085, AND 120175, TITLE 17 CALIFORNIA CODE OF 
REGULATIONS SECTION 2501, THE HEALTH OFFICER OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA 
BARBARA ORDERS: 
 

1. Order 2022-10 is rescinded effective February 15, 2022 at 11:59 pm (PT). This Order 
applies in the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Santa Barbara County 
(“County”). 
 

This Order is issued in accordance with, and incorporates by reference: the March 4, 2020 
Proclamation of a State Emergency issued by Governor Gavin Newsom; the March 12, 2020 
Declaration of Local Health Emergency and Proclamation of Emergency based on an 
imminent and proximate threat to public health from the introduction of novel COVID-19 in 
the County; the March 17, 2020 Resolution of the Board of Supervisors ratifying the County 
Declaration of Local Health Emergency and Proclamation of Emergency regarding COVID-
19; the March 13, 2020 Presidential Declaration of a National Emergency due to the national 
impacts of COVID-19; the March 22, 2020, Presidential Declaration of a Major Disaster in 
California beginning on January 20, 2020 under Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) Incident DR-4482-CA; CDPH / Cal-OSHA Interim Guidance for Ventilation, 
Filtration, and Air Quality in Indoor Environments issued February 26, 2021; the State Public 
Health Order issued June 11, 2021; Governor Gavin Newsom’s Executive Order N-07-21 of 
June 11, 2021; Governor Gavin Newsom’s Executive Order N-08-21 of June 11, 2021; the 
State Public Health Order issued July 26, 2021; the October 15, 2021 guidance issued by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention titled Interim Public Health 
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Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People; the January 12, 2022 California Department 
of Public Health Guidance for K-12 Schools in California, 2021-22 School Year; the January 
13, 2022 guidance issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention titled Guidance 
for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools; the January 21, 2022 guidance issued by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention titled Your Guide to Masks; and the February 
7, 2022 California Department of Public Health Guidance for the Use of Face Coverings. 

 
This Order is made in accordance with all applicable State and Federal laws, including but 
not limited to: Health and Safety Code sections 101040 and 120175; Health and Safety 
Code sections 101030 et seq., 120100 et seq.; and Title 17 of the California Code of 
Regulations section 2501. 
 
If any provision of this Order or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held 
to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Order, including the 
application of such part or provision to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected 
and shall continue in full force and effect. To this end, the provisions of this Order are 
severable. 
 
The violation of any provision of this Order constitutes a threat to public health. Pursuant to 
Government Code sections 26602 and 41601 and Health and Safety Code sections 101029 
and 120295, the Health Officer requests that the Sheriff and all chiefs of police in the County 
ensure compliance with and enforce this Order. Per Health and Safety Code section 
101029, “the sheriff of each county, or city and county, may enforce within the county, or the 
city and county, all orders of the local health officer issued for the purpose of preventing the 
spread of any contagious, infectious, or communicable disease. Every peace officer of every 
political subdivision of the county, or city and county, may enforce within the area subject to 
his or her jurisdiction all orders of the local health officer issued for the purpose of preventing 
the spread of any contagious, infectious, or communicable disease. This section is not a 
limitation on the authority of peace officers or public officers to enforce orders of the local 
health officer. When deciding whether to request this assistance in enforcement of its orders, 
the local health officer may consider whether it would be necessary to advise the 
enforcement agency of any measures that should be taken to prevent infection of the 
enforcement officers.” 
 
Copies of this Order shall promptly be: (1) made available at the County Public Health 
Department; (2) posted on the County Public Health Department’s website 
(publichealthsbc.org); and (3) provided to any member of the public requesting a copy of 
this Order. 
 
IT IS SO ORDERED: 
 
_______________________  
Henning Ansorg, M.D. 
Health Officer  
Santa Barbara County Public Health Department 
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